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Paying per km. Lessons from the
Dutch per-kilometre tax proposal
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Speaker Profile:
Dr Bert van Wee is professor in Transport Policy and head of the section Transport and Logistics at
Delft University of Technology, the Netherlands, faculty Technology, Policy and Management. His main
interests are in long-term developments in transport, large infrastructure projects, accessibility, the
environment, and safety, and in policy analyses. He has published several papers on pricing
policies and its effects, partly related to PhD projects in this area. He has presented scientific insights in
the area of pricing (and other areas) frequently to the media (TV, radio, written press), policy
makers, politicians, interest groups, and the wider public.

Abstract:
Taxes on new cars and yearly taxes can be (partly) converted into a system of paying per kilometre. The
Netherlands developed such a system recently, but the plan was not implemented. This
presentation gives a description of the system and an overview of its pros and cons. The pros (less
congestion, environmental pressure, less accidents) seem to exceed the costs (less travel, system
costs), but the system costs are uncertain. Next it discusses the Dutch experiences and it presents
some suggestions for the design of such a system in Japan or elsewhere. A stepwise approach, maybe
on a voluntary basis, could overcome social and political barriers.

Reference:
Van Wee, B. (2010), The new Dutch per-kilometre driving tax. Journal for Institutional Comparisons
8 (2) (DICE report), 64-68. (http://www.cesifo-group.de/portal/pls/portal/docs/1/1192818.PDF)
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